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(7 DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(C/iecA One; 

• E x c a l l e n t • G o o d Q F o i r • De te r i o ro ted • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

f C h e c * O n e ; 

• A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n M o v e d Q O r i g i n o l S i te 

O E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L (11 k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

a. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Alexandria was a t h r i v i n g port u n t i l 1861, dealing primarily i n the export 
of tobacco and grain. Tobacco was the currency with which John Alexander 
i n 1669 purchased the s i t e of the future town. I t was also tobacco that 
brought Scotch merchants to the s i t e i n 1732, where they soon erected 
r i v e r f r o n t warehouses. The rapid growth of the area spurred V i r g i n i a ' s 
General Assembly to authorize the laying out of a town i n 1748. I t s 
o r i g i n a l trustees named the town "Alexandria" i n honor of John Alexander. 
The survey of the town was made by the Fairfax County Surveyor and his 
17-year old assistant, €eorge Washington. The formal incorporation of 
the town, plus i t s designation as a Port of Entry, occurred i n 1779. 
Soon, grain from western counties became a more valuable export than 
tobacco. Only the C i v i l War ended i t s usefulness as a port. 

Surviving structures that reflect Alexandria's early l i f e number about 
200 and lie largely within an area of about 25 squares of the modern 
city, bounded roughly by the Potomac River, Franklin Street, North 
Washington Street and Queen Street. These structures include both 
warehouses and handsome dwellings. Of the latter, the Ramsay House 
is the city's oldest. Gadsby's Tavern (actually two buildings dating, 
respectively, from 1752 and 1792) was a famed center of hospitality, 
food and political activity. Chequire House and Gilpin House exemplify 
rich 18th-century dwellings atop the owner's mercantile establishments. 
Along a cobblestone and tree shaded block of Prince Street are the color­
ful homes of early ship masters. Of the five surviving early warehouses, 
those of John Fitzgerald are s t i l l in use. Title to Alexandria's historic 
buildings rests in various private owners and public bodies. 

b. BOUNDARIES: Please see attached Ordinance No. 1338 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

i~1 P r e - C o l u m b i o n I • 16th Cen tu ry 

• IS th C e n t u r y • 17th Cen tu ry 

Ijfl 18lh Cen tu ry 

• 19lh Cen tu ry 

• 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATElS) (11 Applicable and Known) 

A R E A S O F S I G N I F I C A N C E CCftacle O n e or AJore a s y4ppropr /« /e ; 

A b o r i g i n o l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

( 2 Commerce 

[ I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

1 I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

n E d u c o t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

1X1 Indust ry 

I I I nven t ion 

I I L o n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

[ J S c i e n c e 

I 1 Scu lp tu re 

[ I S O C I O l / H u m o n -

i t o r i on 

• Theo te r 

n T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

[ I Urbon Plonning 

• Olher (Specily) 

The niunerous early structures on Alexandria's waterfront suggest the 
prosperity of the town during the period, 1732-1861, i n which i t was 
an important tobacco and grain port. About 200 structures dating 
from that period remain today. These structures include warehouses, 
taverns, mercantile establishments, and private dwellings. Outstand­
ing among these are the Ramsay House, -the c i t y ' s oldest; Gadsby's 
Tavern; Chequire House; G i l p i n House; and the houses along Prince 
Street. Most of the h i s t o r i c Isuildings i n the d i s t r i c t are pr i v a t e l y 
owned. 
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D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

NW 
NE 
SE 
SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
38 ° 49 • 03 " 
38 " 49 * 03 " 
38 " 47 ' 26 " 
38 ° 47 ' 26 • 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
77 ° 03' 15-
77 ° 02' 20" 
77 " 02• 20" 
77 ° 03' 15' 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 
0 ) 

Degrees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 
o » H 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

m 
m 

z 
t y t 

H 

;o 
c 
n 

o 
z 
C O 
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C O U N T Y : 

FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Frank S. Melvin 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Virginia State Office, National Park Service 

D A T E 

6/30/72 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Box 10008 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond 
! l 2 . : STATE LIAISON O F F I C E R C E R T I F I C A HON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1900 (Public I.aw 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State • Loca l • 

Name 

Ti t l e 

Dale 

V i r g i n i a 2324Q _5LL 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property Is included In the 

National Kegister, 

Chief, Offico of Arcfioolody anif fflsloric Protictvatlon 

Date 

A T T E S T : 

Keeper of Ttie /Vatioria/ Reiiister 
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Ordinance No. 1338 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sec­

tion 42-85, Article XIV, Chapter 42 of The Code of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, 1963, as amended; which Chapter 
42 relates to ZONING, which Article XIV relates to OLD 
AND HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT, and which Sec­
tion 42-85 relates to CREATION; BOUNDARIES OF DIS­
TRICT. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to due and timely notice of the time 
and place of hearing published in a daily paper of general cir­
culation published in the City of Alexandria, Virginia, a public 
hearing was held in relation to the matters hereinafter set 
forth, at which public hearing parties in interest and citizens 
had an opportunity to be heard. 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA HEREBY OR­
DAINS: 

Section 1. That Section 42-85; Article XIV, Chapter 42 of 
The Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1963, as amended, 
be and the same hereby is amended and reordained to read 
as follows: 

Sec. 42-85. Creation; boundaries. 

There is hereby created in the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 
a district to be known as the "Old and Historic Alexandria Dis­
trict", beginning at a point, said point being the intersection 
of the centerline of Queen Street with the west bank of the 
Potomac River; thence westward along the centerline of Queen 
Street to the centerline of Lee Street; thence northward along 
the centerline of Lee Street to the center line of Princess Street; 
thence westward with the centerline of Princess Street to a 
point 123.42 feet west of the west line of Pitt Street; thence 
northward and parallel to the west line of Pitt Street to a point 
176.58 feet north of the north line of Oronoco Street; thence 
westward from such point and paralleling the north line of 
Oronoco Street to a point 173.42 feet east of the centerline of 
North Washington Street; thence north paralleling North Wash­
ington Street to the centerline of First Street; thence east with 
the centerline of First Street to a point 500 feet east of the 
centerline of North Washington Street; thence north along 
a line 500 feet east of the centerline of George Washington Me­
morial Highway to the north city limits; thence west with the 
north city line to a point 500 feet west of the centerline of 
George Washington Memorial Highway; thence south along a 
line 500 feet west of the centerline of George Washington Me­
morial Highway to the centerline of First Street; thence east 
with the centerline of First Street to a point 173.42 feet west 
of the centerline of North Washington Street; thence south par­
alleling North Washington Street to a point 176.58 feet north 
of the north line of Oronoco Street; thence west to a point 
123.42 feet west of the west line of Columbus Street; thence 
southward and parallel to the west side of Columbus Street 
to a point 176.58 feet north of the north line of Queen Street; 
thence westward paralleling Queen Street to a point 123.42 feet 
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west of the west lino of Alfred Street; thence soulhv, .rd and 
parallel to the west line cf Alfred Street to a point 176,58 feet 
south of the south line of Queen Street; thence westWc-u par­
alleling the south luie of Queen Street to a point on tho center-
line of Patrick Street; thence southward along the centerline 
of Patrick Street to a point 14?,.53 feet north of ths north line 
of Prince Street; thence westward and parallel to the north 
line of Prince Street to tho centerlino of South Henry Street; 
thence south along said centerline 42.58 feet to a point; thence 
westward parallel to the north line of Prince Slreet being also 
the south line of tv.'O 10 foot wide alleys to a point E3.4-'', feet 
west of the west lino of South Fayctto Street; thence northerly 
parallel to the west line of Fayette Street 22 feet to a lot corner; 
thence westward 40 feet parallel to the north lino of Prince 
Street; thence south 17.42 feet paraUel to the west line of Fay­
ette Street to the south line of a 12 foot wide alley; thence with 
said line wcstv/ardly parallel to Prince Street to the centerlino 
of PajTie Street; thence southward abng the centerline of 
Payne Street to a point 100 feet south of the south line of Prince 
Street; thence eastwards paralleling Prince Street and ICO feet 
south of the south line of Prince Street to a point 123.42 feet 
\7e3t of tho v/est lino of Alfred Street; thence southv/ard and 
parallel to the v/est lino of Alfred Street, to the centerline of 
Willies Street; thence eastward along ths centrline of Wilkes 
Street to the centerline of Columbus Street; thence southward 
with tho centerline of Columbus Street to tho centerline of 
Franklin Street; tlience westward along the centerline of Franlc-
lin Street to a point 123.42 feet west of the west lino of Alfred 
Street; thence southward and parallel v/ith the v/est lino of 
Alfred Street to the centerline of the Capital Beltway; thence 
eastv/ard along the centerlino of the Capital Beltway to a point 
cn the extension of the centerlino of Pioyal Street; thence 
southv/ard along the extended centerlino of Royal Street to the 
south city line in Hunting Creek; tlience cast v/ith the south 
city line to the shore line of the Potomac River; thence north 
with the shore line of the Potomac River to the point of be­
ginning. 

Section 2. That in the opinion of the City Council an emerg-
'ft ency exists and this is declared an'EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 

as a companion ordinance to ths height restriction amendment 
ordinance under consideration. 

Section 3. That this ordinance shall be published in a news­
paper of general circulation in the City not later than five 
days follov/ing its introduction together v/ith a notice contain­
ing the tims and place for a public hearing. The Clerk of tho 
Council shall note ths date of introduction and first reading, 
the date of publication, the date of tho public hearing, and the 
date of the second reading and final passage in the minutes of 
the meeting. This ordinance shall become effective ths date of 
its final passage. 

FRANK E. MANN 
Mayor 

Final Passage: June 22, 1935 
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